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has become a purely honorary organization,
membership in which is conferred at gradua-
tion upon those students of colleges of first
rank who have made a uniformly-high
scholarship average throughout their college
course.
PHIDIAS, fid' i as, the greatest of Greek
sculptors, was born about 500 b. c., at Athens^
and was the central figure in the stupendous
art activity that helped to make the age of
Pericles the most brilliant period of antiq-
uity. Little is known of his life and the close
of it is shrouded in mystery. It is probable
that he was a victim of the political enemies
of Pericles and that he died in prison.
The Parthenon sculpture has been attrib-
uted to him and it is probable he designed it,
leaving the execution to his great pupils
Alcamenes and Agoracritus. Phidias worked
almost exclusively in ivory, gold and bronze,
and rarely in marble. Among the earliest of
his great works was a large group in bronze
at Delphi including Apollo, Athena and sev-
eral Attie heroes. To him has been attributed
the colossal bronze statute of Athena, on the
Acropolis at Athens, which was visible far
out at sea. He made several other statues
of Athena, but the greatest of such represen-
tations was the colossal ivory and gold statue
of the goddess which stood within the Par-
thenon. This and the ivory and gold statue
of Zeus at Olympia were the sculptor's
crowning achievements.
None of the works of Phidias have come
down to us; we know of his greatness only
through ancient critics and historians. From
them we know that he must have been a man
of noble ideals, with a complete mastery of
technic, and that his work was the highest
expression in plastic art of the best culture
of Greece. He idealized the human form and
embodied in it superhuman power and divine
majesty and grace. See pabthe:nw.
PHI KAPPA PHI, a college society to
which admission is extended only for unusu-
ally meritorious work during the college
course. Membership is restricted to not more
than one-third of the graduating class of
each year, and election occurs a year before
graduation. After graduation and experience
in the affairs of life a person may be elected
to honorary membership if he has distin-
guished himself in science, education or
literature. The fraternity has organizations
in about 50 of the leading American col-
leges and universities.
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HILADELPHIA, filadel'-
fea, pa., the metropolis
of the state and the third
largest city in the United
States, has a unique place
in American annals.   Its
historic      Independence
Hall sheltered the patri-
ots who signed the Dec-
laration of Independence,
and  the   statesmen  who
drafted the Federal Con-
stitution. In a quaint old
house on Arch Street the
first national flag was de-
signed and made, and the
building is still standing
in which Washington was inaugurated for his
second term as President, and which served
as the meeting place of Congress during the
period  from   1790  to   1800.     Philadelphia
was the capital of the young" nation through-
out that decade.
The city was dominated by Quakers in the
early period of its history, and its name is
singularly appropriate, for it means city of
brotherly love. Philadelphia is frequently
known also as the quaker city and as the
city of homes. The last term is especially
appropriate, for in no other city in America
are found so many individual homes owned
by their occupants. About 428,000 out of
491,000 buildings are dwelling houses, while
apartment buildings are in the minority. All
of the older buildings and many of those of
later construction are of red brick, and many
of the houses have wide marble steps and
trimmings, a style of architecture which
gives Philadelphia a peculiar individuality.
Location and Transportation. Philadel-
phia is the county seat of Philadelphia
County. It is situated on the Delaware
River, at its confluence with the Sehuylkill,
about 100 miles from the ocean, ninety miles
southwest of New York, 136 miles north of
Washington and 822 miles southeast of Chi-
cago. Railway transportation is provided
by the Pennsylvania, the Reading, the Balti-
more & Ohio, and other railroads. There are
1,100 miles of railroad tracks •within the
city limits; freight stations and yards num-
ber 220, and numerous passenger stations in-
clude six metropolitan terminals. The city
uses ten airports and landing fields. Four
large aircraft lines connect with all parts of
the continent.

